
 

HERITAGE SCREENER METHODOLOGY 
 
The Heritage Screener summarises the heritage impact assessments previously undertaken within the area of the proposed development and its                                     
surroundings. All heritage resources identified in these reports are extracted and mapped by our team during the screening process.  
 
The heritage resources will be described both in terms of ​type​: 
● Group 1: Archaeological, Underwater, Palaeontological and Geological sites, Meteorites, and Battlefields 
● Group 2: Structures, Monuments and Memorials 
● Group 3: Burial Grounds and Graves, Living Heritage, Sacred and Natural sites 
● Group 4: Cultural Landscapes, Conservation Areas and Scenic routes  
 
and ​significance (Grade I, II, IIIa, b or c, ungraded), as determined by the author of the original heritage impact assessment report or by formal grading                                                   
and/or protection by the heritage authorities.  
 
Sites identified and mapped during research projects will also be considered.  
 
DETERMINATION OF THE EXTENT OF THE INCLUSION ZONE TO BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION 
The extent of the inclusion zone to be considered for the Heritage Screener will be determined by CTS based on: 
● the size of the development,  
● the number and outcome of previous surveys existing in the area 
● the potential cumulative impact of the application.  
 
The inclusion zone will be considered as the region with a ​maximum distance of 50 km from the boundary of the proposed​ development. 
 
DETERMINATION OF THE PALAEONTOLOGICAL SENSITIVITY 
Furthermore, the Heritage Screener will gauge the possible impact of the development on palaeontological resources by using the fossil sensitivity maps                                         
available on the South African Heritage Resources Information System (SAHRIS), the nature of the proposed development and, when available, the                                       
information on the geological background of the area provided by the applicant. 
 

 



 

DETERMINATION OF THE COVERAGE RATING ASCRIBED TO A REPORT POLYGON 
Each report that is assessed for the compilation of the heritage screener is mapped on the screener according to the available mapping in the report. The                                                   
extent of the surveyed coverage is labeled in three categories, namely low, medium and high. In most instances the extent of the map corresponds to the                                                   
extent of the development for which the specific report was undertaken. If this is not the case in certain polygons it will be taken into consideration in the                                                       
attribution of the coverage category.  
 
Low coverage ​will be used for:  
● desktop studies where no field assessment of the area was undertaken; 
● reports where the sites are listed and described but no GPS coordinates were provided.  
● older reports with GPS coordinates with low accuracy ratings;  
● reports where the entire property was mapped, but only a small/limited area was surveyed. 
● uploads on the National Inventory which are not properly mapped.  
 
Medium coverage ​will be used for  
● reports for which a field survey was undertaken but the area was not extensively covered. This may apply to instances where some impediments did not                                                 

allow for full coverage such as thick vegetation, etc. 
● reports for which the entire property was mapped, but only a specific area was surveyed thoroughly. This is differentiated from low ratings listed above                                               

when these surveys cover up to around 50% of the property. 
 
High coverage ​will be used for  
● reports where the area highlighted in the map was extensively surveyed as shown by the GPS track coordinates. This category will also apply to permit                                                 

reports.  
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